
TAUNTON — Bristol County
Savings Bank (BCSB) will hold a
free educational Home Buyers’
Seminar for those thinking about
purchasing a house in the future
on Wednesday, April 13, at the sec-
ond floor law offices of Wynn &
Wynn, P.C. on 90 New State High-
way in Raynham from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.  Jennifer Banks-Old-
field, a mortgage consultant with
the bank, will give attendees a
primer on financing options, down
payment requirements, and award
and grant availability to fund the
purchase of the home.   

In addition to Banks-Oldfield,
the evening will feature a number
of guest speakers, including:
Goretti Joaquim from the
MassHousing Finance Agency,
Joe Pacheco with Pro-Home, Inc.
and Attorney Andrew Toldo of
Wynn & Wynn, P.C.

Those attending and approved
for a mortgage with Bristol Coun-
ty Savings Bank will receive a
$300 credit towards closing costs
(some restrictions may apply).
Reservations are required and
seating is limited. Please call 800-
643-2272 to reserve a seat.
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In 2005, Ameriprise Fi-
nancial commissioned
the New Retirement

Mindscape study, which ex-
amined how Americans
ages 40 to 75 view retire-
ment. The study demon-
strated that retirement
tends to follow a series of
stages, each associated with
its own emotions and needs.

Recently, Ameriprise re-
visited the stages of retire-
ment with the New Re-
tirement Mindscape IISM
study. While people still
expect to enjoy — or are
enjoying — retirement a
great deal, the 2010 study
found consumers are gen-
erally not as happy, hope-
ful or optimistic as they
were in 2005.

What a difference a re-
cession makes.

Due to the economic
slowdown over the last few
years, it’s not surprising
that people have grown
increasingly concerned
over their finances, with a
measurable increase in
anxiety and doubt. In com-
parison to 2005:

• ∑ fewer pre-retirees
say they are hopeful about
their retirement (73 per-
cent vs. 78 percent).

• ∑ retirees are not as
happy (78 percent vs. 87
percent).

• ∑ retirees report they
are less likely to be living
their dreams in retirement
(43 percent vs. 50 per-
cent).

While the 2010 study
showed that Americans
continue to experience re-
tirement in a sequence of
stages, the economy has
had a substantial emo-
tional impact on people
and how they feel about
their finances. This has
caused changes to con-
sumers’ journey to and
through retirement.

CHRIS
CIVALE,
CFP

The road to 
retirement

Chris Civale is a certified
financial planner practitioner
with an office at 180 Paramount
Drive, Suite 2, Raynham.
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Bristol County Savings
Bank to hold seminar for
potential new home buyers
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Trial set to begin for
Harvard shooting

WOBURN (AP) — A
New York City man is set to
go on trial for allegedly shoot-
ing a 21-year-old man to
death in a Harvard Univer-
sity dormitory.

Jabrai Jordan Copney has
pleaded not guilty to first-de-
gree murder in the 2009
shooting of Justin Cosby of
Cambridge.

Prosecutors allege Cop-
ney shot Cosby in a robbery
attempt during a deal to buy
marijuana.

The men weren’t Harvard
students. 

Jason Aquino, of New
York City, pleaded guilty to
reduced charges in a plea
deal with prosecutors. Blayn
Jiggetts, also of New York
City, has also reached a plea
deal and is expected to co-
operate against Copney. 

Copney’s ex-girlfriend, a
former Harvard student, has
pleaded not guilty to hiding
the gun and helping the men
flee to New York.

IN BRIEF
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EMPLOYMENT

Unions say
don't retire
out of fear 

By SUSAN HAIGH
Associated Press Writer

HARTFORD, Conn. — State
employee union leaders are warn-
ing members against retiring out
of fear for their benefits as Con-
necticut Gov. Dannel P. Malloy
calls for labor savings to help close
a budget deficit.

An internal memo the State
Employee Bargaining Agent Coali-
tion was sending to member
unions Friday says veteran work-
ers should not feel pressured to re-
tire sooner than planned. A copy
of the memo was obtained by The
Associated Press.

Malloy's administration and the
unions are holding closed-door talks
as the administration seeks $2 bil-
lion in labor savings over two years.

The State Comptroller's Office
says it received 247 retirement
applications as of a Thursday
deadline to submit paperwork.
Last April, 110 applications were
submitted.

The SEBAC memo says workers
should remember their benefits
can't be changed without agree-
ment among the unions and rati-
fication by members.

BUSINESS INSIDERONLY IN PRINT

Scott Freerksen ‘The Lake Guy’
Q: How did you end up

in your line of work?
A: I worked in the corpo-

rate world for 17 years and
slowly realized that it was
not the place for me. For
whatever reason, the events
of 9/11 made me realize
that life is short and I need
to follow my passion. Being
a lifelong lakefront resident
myself, I decided to become
a Realtor and specialize in
selling lakefront property in
Mass. and R.I.

Q: What business expe-
riences have stuck with
you through the years?

A: We worked with a buy-
er last year who had grown
up on Lake Pearl in Wren-
tham, Mass. He really want-
ed his family to experience
the same lifestyle he grew
up with. We searched for
about a year all around the
lake with no luck. Growing
frustrated with the invento-
ry we were viewing, I decid-
ed to stop in at the house he
grew up in and speak with
the current owners. Turns
out, they were being relo-
cated and were about to put
the house on the market.
Three months later, the

buyer moved his family into
the house he grew up in.

Q: What do you like
most about your work?

A: I believe there are two
kinds of people in this
world: Those who live on
lakes, and those who want
to live on lakes. Every day, I
get to passionately unite
these two worlds. The most
satisfying part is about a
year after a buyer purchases
their first lakefront home.
They tell me they “finally”
understand what all the
fuss is about. They realize
how much this lifestyle has
changed their outlook, and
they will never not live on
the water again.

Q: What do you like
least about your work?

A: We have more than
4,000 registered buyers in
our database. Every one of
them has a “dream home” in
mind, usually based on a
lake they vacationed on as a
kid. With fewer than 500 di-
rect lakefront properties on
the market at any given time
in Mass. and R.I., it’s impos-
sible to find everyone dream
location. By we try hard!

Q: What makes your
business unusual?

A: We are the only real es-
tate brokerage to specialize
in state-wide lakefront prop-
erty in New England. Any
buyers searching for lake-
front property online be-
came quickly frustrated
when they realized that 80
percent of the homes coded
as “lakefront” were really not.
Unfortunately, many are
across the street, lake access,
lake rights, on a small pond,
a river, etc. And if they did

find a home that met their
needs, there was no place to
find the details of the lake it-
self. Our site displays direct
lakefront property only, fast
and easy. In addition, each
lake has a detailed page so
buyers can learn about boat-
ing rules, aquatic vegetation,
swimming restrictions, boat
launches, fish populations,
etc. We offer a “Keys to Buy-
ing Lakefront Property”
Seminar annually in the
spring which is very popular
with our buyers.

Q: What advice can you
give someone who wants

to open a business?
A: You need to choose

something you are passion-
ate about. It will come across
in everything you do and
every interaction you have
with people. I work nearly
twice as many hours as my
past corporate work days,
but it certainly doesn’t feel
like it. I really enjoy what I
do and that makes all the dif-
ference. Also, there’s no sub-
stitute for preparation. Learn
everything there is to know
of your particular business
and talk with people who
have been there already be-
fore you decide to jump in.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Scott Freerksen,“The Lake Guy,” of Lakefront Living Realty, LLC.

Would you like to be featured as a Business Insider in the Taunton
Daily Gazette? Then go to tauntongazette.com/community and
fill out the Business Insider questionnaire.

MORE ABOUT 
SCOTT FREERKSEN
Age: 46   Years in biz: 8

Hometown: Mansfield

Hobbies: Living the lake-
front lifestyle, boating,
water-skiing, swimming,
fishing, lake management,
lake association president

Name of business: 
Lakefront Living Realty, LLC

Address: 63 Lakeview Ave.

Mansfield, MA 02048

Phone: 508-377-7167

Website: 
www.lakefrontliving.com

Email: 
info@lakefrontliving.com
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gage consultant with Bristol
County Savings Bank, will present
a seminar for potential new home
buyers on Wednesday, April 13.

SPORTS

MLB ticket prices
up slightly to
$26.91 average 

NEW YORK (AP) — Major League
Baseball ticket prices have increased
only slightly for the second straight year.

Team Marketing Report's annual sur-
vey finds the average ticket increasing by
1.2 percent to $26.91 from last season.
The increase is the smallest since the sur-
vey began in 1991.

The increase was 1.5 percent from
2009 to 2010.

The Boston Red Sox have the most ex-
pensive average ticket at $53.38. The New
York Yankees are second at $51.83 and the
Cubs third at $46.90.

The Pittsburgh Pirates have the cheap-
est average at $15.30.

The San Francisco Giants increased
their prices the most from last year.
Their average ticket went up 14.1 percent
to $25.04 after they won the World Se-
ries.

E-mail us your business news!

newsroom@
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Patrick hopes to lead nation in health savings
By STEVE LeBLANC

Associated Press

BOSTON — Gov. Deval
Patrick wasn’t in office when
Massachusetts passed its
landmark 2006 heath care
law, but it’s largely fallen to
his administration to make
sure the complex undertak-
ing doesn’t collapse.

It’s a task Patrick has em-
braced.

That’s driven in part by his
belief that access to health in-
surance should be as univer-
sal as possible. But the push
to make the law work also has
high-stakes political reper-
cussions as the state helps
blaze a path for the national
health care law signed by
President Obama.

Not only was the national
law modeled in part on the
Massachusetts law, which
was signed by former Re-
publican Gov. Mitt Romney,
but Obama is a close friend of

Patrick, who is planning to
stump for him during Oba-
ma’s re-election campaign.
Romney launched a failed
bid for president in 2008
and is expected to try again
next year.

If Massachusetts’ law fails,
it could strengthen Obama’s
political foes, who could ar-
gue a similar fate awaits his
overhaul.

Patrick’s latest efforts have
focused on reining in the
overall cost of health care,
particularly soaring premi-
ums. In February, Patrick

filed legislation he said would
help curb those costs by fo-
cusing on the quality of care,
instead of the quantity.

Just this week, Patrick re-
peated his cost-control
mantra, saying he’s sick of
hearing “excuses” from in-
surers for why they can’t slow
spiraling premiums. He also
floated the idea that the
growth of premiums could
be reversed instead of just
slowed. More than 98 percent
of Massachusetts residents
are now insured.

“Cost is a challenge whether
you have a universal system or
not,” Patrick told The Associ-
ated Press. “It’s not unique to
Massachusetts. It’s not even
more extreme here than in
other places. But it has de-
feated a lot of other places and
we want to show leadership.”

The bill Patrick filed in Feb-
ruary would move the state
toward a payment system in

which doctors are rewarded
by how healthy they keep
their patients, not by how
many procedures or office
visits they schedule. The bill
would set boundaries and
standard criteria for providing
patient care at lower costs.   

The overall goal would be to
significantly reduce fee-for-
service payments and replace
them by 2015 with alternative
payment methods.

“If this passes and I expect
it will, and we’re pushing real
hard for it, then we will lead
the nation in cost contain-
ment just as we have in cov-
erage,” Patrick said. “What
matters is that we make it
work.”

Not everyone’s convinced
Patrick is heading down the
best path for cost contain-
ment.

Massachusetts Association
of Health Plans President
Lora Pellegrini said she agrees

health premiums need to be
curbed, but said focusing on
insurers misses the mark.

Pellegrini said a bigger
problem is the disparity that
hospitals can charge for sim-
ilar procedures. Those costs
can vary widely, depending on
a hospital’s geographic loca-
tion and whether it has
brand-name appeal. 

The state needs to level
that playing field, before costs
can be addressed, she said.

“At the federal level we are
going to have the same issue
because I don’t think the fed-
eral law dealt in any sub-
stantial way with underlying
costs,“ she said. ”We defi-
nitely believe that paying
providers for quality instead
of volume is absolutely the
right way to go, but there’s
nothing to make us believe
that that will lower costs.“

“Cost is a 
challenge
whether you have
a universal 
system or not.”
— Massachusetts Gov.
Deval Patrick

Reprinted from The Taunton Gazette, Copyright © 2006-2012 GateHouse Media, Inc.


